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Republic of Liberia 

 

                                                          

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

TRANSMITTAL LETTER 

 

THE HONORABLE SPEAKER OF THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES AND THE HONORABLE 

PRESIDENT PRO-TEMPORE OF THE HOUSE OF SENATE 

 

We have undertaken Financial Statements Audit of the Liberia Immigration Service (LIS) For the Period 

July 1, 2021 to December 31, 2021. The audit was conducted in line with Section 2.1.3 of the General 

Auditing Commission (GAC) Act of 2014. 

 

The findings conveyed in this report were formally communicated to the authorities of the Liberia 

Immigration Service (LIS) for their responses. The reportable issues were submitted through a 

Management Letter. Where responses were provided, they were evaluated and incorporated in this report. 

 

Given the significance of the matters raised in this report, we urge the Honorable Speaker and Members 

of the House of Representatives and the Honorable Pro-Tempore and Members of the Liberia Senate to 

consider the implementation of the recommendations conveyed in this report urgently. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Monrovia, Liberia  

March 2025 
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Acronyms Used 

Acronym Meaning 

FCCA Fellow Association of Chartered Certified Accountant 

AG Auditor General 

CFC Certified Financial Consultant 

CFIP Certified Forensic Investigation Practitioner 

COSO Committee of Sponsoring Organization of the Treadway Commission 

GAAP General Accepted Accounting Principles 

GAC General Auditing Commission 

HR Human Resource 

IA Internal Audit 

IAU Internal Audit Unit 

ISSAI International Standard of Supreme Audit Institutions 

IT Information Technology 

LIS Liberia Immigration Service 

PFM Public Financial Management 

PPCA Public Procurement and Concessions Act 

PPCC Public Procurement and Concessions Commission 

CSA Civil Service Agency 
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March 10, 2025 

 

Hon. Elijah F. Rufus  

Acting Commissioner General 

Liberia Immigration Service  

UN Drive, Mamba Point 

Monrovia, Liberia  

 

Ref: AUDITOR GENERAL’S REPORT ON THE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS AUDIT OF THE 

LIBERIA IMMIGRATION SERVICE (LIS) 

 

Adverse Opinion  

We have audited the financial statements of the Liberia Immigration Service (LIS) Special Budget Year 

(SBY) for Fiscal Period July 1, 2021-December 31, 2021, which comprise the statement of Receipts and 

Payments, and the statement of Comparison of Budget and Actual Amounts and summary of significant 

accounting policies and other explanatory information.  

 

In our opinion, because of the significance of the matters discussed in the Basis for Adverse Opinion 

paragraphs below,  the financial statements do no present fairly, in all material respects, the statement 

of Receipts and Payments as at December 31, 2021, the statement of Comparison of Budget and Actual 

Amounts and summary of significant accounting policies and other explanatory information for the fiscal 

period then ended in accordance with International Public Sector Accounting Standards (IPSAS 2017) 

Cash Basis of Accounting. 

 

Basis for adverse Opinion  

During our audit of the financial statements of the Liberia Immigration Service (LIS) for the fiscal year 

ending December 31, 2021, we identified several significant issues that have led to our adverse opinion.  

 

Expenditure 

 

No Detailed Ledger for Salary payment 

During the audit, we observed that Management did not prepare detailed ledger for salary payments 

amounting to US$2,650,734.00. Management is in breach of Regulation A.3 (1) of the PFM Act of 2009 

as amended and restated 2019 which require the head of Government entity to keep books of accounts 

and proper records of all transactions. The non-maintenance of detailed ledger for salary payments has a 

pervasive impact on the financial statements, causing material misstatements and raising concerns about 

the accuracy and reliability of the reported financial position and performance. 

 

Inadequate Documentation of Expenses 

We identified Inadequate Documentation of expenses amounting to US$45,503.45. These expenses were 

not supported by adequate documentation such as payment vouchers, invoices, and delivery notes, which 

raises concerns about the validity and accuracy of the LIS’s financial statements. The payments 

contravene Regulation A.3 (1) of the PFM Act of 2009 as amended and restated 2019. 
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Inconsistency between LIS Financial statements and GOL/IFMIS system. 

A total variance of US$2,541,453.80 exits between the MFDP’s IFMIS ledgers and the financial 

statements. The inconstancy has a material impact on the financial statements and resulted in the LIS 

management not presenting a true and fair view of the Entity’s financial position and performance for the 

period under audit. 

 

Discrepancy between the MFDP Fiscal Outturn (MFDP) and LIS Financial Statements 

A total variance of US$58,222.00 exits between the MFDP’s IFMIS ledgers and the Fiscal Outturn. The 

inconstancy has a material impact on the financial statements and resulted in the LIS management not 

presenting a true and fair view of the Entity’s financial position and performance for the period under 

audit. 

 

Lack of Segregation of Duties in Payroll Management 

We identified significant deficiencies in the internal control system, including lack of segregation of duties 

and inadequate authorization in the LIS payroll management system. In addition, there is no approved 

Human Resource Policy and Procedures to guide the human resource activities at the entity. Management 

did not adopt the Civil Service Standing Order to guide its human resources activities. These deficiencies 

are pervasive and increase the risk of fraud and errors, thus compromising the reliability of the LIS’s 

internal control system. 

 

We conducted our audit in accordance with International Standards of Supreme Audit Institutions 

(ISSAIs). Our responsibilities under those standards are further described in the Auditor’s Responsibilities 

for the Audit of the Financial Statements section of our report.  

 

We are independent of the Liberia Immigration Service (LIS) Management in accordance with the ethical 

requirements that are relevant to our audit of the financial statements, and we have fulfilled our other 

ethical responsibilities in accordance with these requirements. We believe that the audit evidence we have 

obtained is sufficient and appropriate to provide a basis for our opinion. 

 

Management’s Responsibility   

Management is responsible for the preparation and fair presentation of the financial statements in 

accordance with IPSAS Cash Basis, and for such internal control as Management determines is necessary 

to enable the preparation of the financial statements that are free from material misstatement, whether 

due to fraud or error. In preparing the financial statements, Management is responsible for assessing its 

ability to continue as a going concern, disclosing, as applicable, matters related to going concern and 

using the going concern basis of accounting unless Management either intends to cease operations, or 

has no realistic alternative but to do so.  

 

The Management of Liberia Immigration Service (LIS) is responsible for overseeing the LIS’s financial 

reporting process.  
 

 

Auditor’s Responsibility 

Our responsibility is to express an opinion on Statement of Receipts and Payments based on our audit. 

We conducted our audit in accordance with International Standards of Supreme Audit Institutions (ISSAI) 



On the Financial Statements Audit of the  
Liberia Immigration Service (LIS) Special Budget Year (SBY) 
For the Period July 1, 2021 to December 31, 2021 

 

7 Promoting Accountability of Public Resources  

 

 

and the World Bank Guidelines. Those standards and the applicable World Bank guidelines required that 

we comply with the ethical requirements and plan and perform the audit to obtain reasonable assurance 

about whether the Statement of Receipts and Payments are free of material misstatement. 

 

An audit involves performing procedures to obtain audit evidence about the amounts and disclosures in 

the Statement of Receipts and Payments. The procedures selected depends on the auditor’s judgment, 

including the assessments, the auditor considers internal controls relevant to the entity’s preparation and 

fair presentation of the Statement of Receipts and Payments in order to design audit procedures that are 

appropriate in the circumstances, but not for the purpose of evaluating the appropriateness of accounting 

policies used and the reasonableness of the accounting estimates made by management, as well as 

evaluating the overall presentation of the Statement of Receipts and Payments.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Monrovia, Liberia 

March 2025
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